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Uniform Accountancy Act

In 1984, NASBA and the AICPA 
published the first joint model bill.

In 1997, NASBA and the AICPA 
introduced the concept of 

Substantial Equivalency

In 2006, statutory language was 
added to allow CPA mobility 

practice privileges



UAA
3rd Edition

1997

Substantial Equivalency

vEducation 

vExam

vExperience



CPA Mobility
Mobility = The ability of a licensee in good 
standing to gain a practice privilege outside of 
their principal place of business without a license, 
through the process of substantial equivalency.  

• Eliminates Artificial Barriers 
v No Notice
v No Fee
v No Escape

• Automatic Jurisdiction 
v Strengthen Public Protection



CPA Mobility by Year
Where we were in 2005
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CPA Mobility by Year
Where we were in 2006
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CPA Mobility by Year
Where we were in 2008
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CPA Mobility by Year
Where we are in 2016
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2006 
Substantial Equivalent Deficient

150 Hour Deficient
1-year Work Experience Deficient
150 Hours & Work Deficient
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CPA Mobility



Elements for Success

• Consistent messaging and education of stakeholders
• Building and maintaining coalition
• Identifying and mitigating resistance and opposition
• Holding fast to mandates
• Continuous monitoring and communication
• Leveraging peer pressure and momentum



CPA Mobility by Year
Where we are in 2018
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The California Initiative

• Use of NASBA’s Guiding Principals of 
Enforcement as a consistent measurement 
protocol.
• In July 2017, all 55 U.S. jurisdictions were 

determined to be substantially equivalent to 
CA.

• California’s Mobility Statute required the CBA to 
ascertain that every U.S. state or territory must 
have substantially equivalent enforcement 
capability allow their CPAs to practice in CA 
through mobility.



Uniform Accountancy Act

1984 - first joint model bill.

1997 - Substantial Equivalency.

2006 - CPA mobility practice 
privileges.

In 2013, CPA Firm 
Mobility language was 

added.
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Firm Mobility

States Requiring Firm Registration Under Mobility

States Not Requiring Firm Registration Under Mobility

WA
‘16

LA
‘16

Active Firm Mobility Legislation Filed in 2017 -- Carried Over to the 2018 Session
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International Mobility Concept
• Washington State, USA / British Columbia, 

CA initiative
• OFFICEBILL REQ. #: H-3122.1/18
• BRIEF DESCRIPTION: Allowing CPAs and 

CPA firms from the Canadian province of 
British Columbia to perform attest or 
compilation services for companies in 
Washington state that are the 
consolidated, subsidiary, or a component 
entity of another corporate entity 
registered in Canada



Online Tools to Support Mobility



*

CPE Reciprocity
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Comprehensive Definition of Attest

Adopted the Updated Attest Definition 

2014 Pre-Attest Language 

Active Attest Legislation filed in 2017 - Carried Over to the 2018 Session  

Partial Adoption of Updated Attest Definition  
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• Consideration of a new pathway to CPA
• Addressing the conflict between state and federal law 

dealing with marihuana
• Volume and diversity of CPA candidate pipeline
• Preparing for the rapidly increasing reliance on data 

analytics and artificial intelligence.  
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